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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 REVISED MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center 

Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Teresa 

Albanese, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the 

following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy & James Sulllivan 

 Alternates:  Shari Guarino & Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:     Jeff Crown, Michael Bunko, Alicia Novi & William  

    Camp, Commissioners        

    

  The Chair seated Ms. Guarino for Mr. Crown and Mr. Ives for 

Mr. Camp for this evening’s meeting.  A quorum was determined.   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of November 1, 2018 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to approve the Minutes as written.   

Mr. Borowy seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

    - Special Onsite Meeting of October 17, 2018 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as written.   Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items  

 scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 
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6. Inland Wetland Applications 

 A. Information/Action – IW #1270 / FF #258 – Application of 

Denise Rivera seeking to build a gazebo and walkway over Spring Lake 

Brook and within floodplain area.  Property located at 447 North Main 

Street. 

 Stephen Giudice with the office of Harry Cole & Son, 876 South 

Main Street, Plantsville, CT presented on behalf of the applicant. 

 We did have our site walk on October 17
th
, 2018 which Minutes were 

referred to.  

 Since that time, we did make a few minor changes to the plan and 

with spoke with Mr. Lavallee on clarifying FEMA’s definition of a 

structure.  We’re still here before you with our proposed gazebo and 

the original location.  We determined that FEMA’s definition of a 

structure is more of a building or a house other than the type of item 

we’re proposing here. 

 We have made some minor changes to the plan.  We did raise the 

gazebo slightly to keep the structure up above the flood zone.  Per 

your regulations, the finished floor has to be a foot above, but when 

we figured it out, the finished floor had to be a little bit higher to 

get the beams above the flood zone. 

 We proposed a little bit of rip rap around piers that are 

supporting the structure.  There is a note in the details of the plan 

to that effect.   

 And, also there is a note on the plan that we would remove the 

rip rap to compensate for the floodplain filling.  The piers 

themselves are really the only items that are affecting the 

floodplain.  They are narrow.  We originally calculated about four 

cubic yards and it’s actually a little bit less than that after we 

redid it to check, and we’re proposing to compensate for that fill as 

by removal of some other areas on the site. 

 As to the side sidewalk, we didn’t make any changes to that one.  

The plan does have some piers for that one but if you remember there 

was some debate as to whether the gazebo would have to move away from 

the stream or not and that would have changed things, but overall it 

seems like what we are proposing does comply with the regulations. 

 The issue is the floodplain relation to the grade here is very 

small in difference between the grades.  The amount the pier is taking 

up is very small.   These piers are a little deeper, but they are far 

on the banks.  Our impact to the floodplain is very small. 

 Mr. Borowy asked about the rip rap being taken from somewhere 

else on site to compensate for the piers.   Mr. Giudice responded, in 

the past when we proposed this area (indicating), we took some of the 

rip rap out of the bank in this area (indicating) to create more 
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floodplain storage.  That would be our proposal as well with this 

application. 

 There is a decent amount of rip rap.  In this area, the rip rap 

really provides scour protection in this area (indicating).  In this 

area (indicating) it is just floodplain area and there is not a lot of 

moving water there.   Even if it were to be grass, it would be okay. 

       

 The bump out is a little bit of an overhang explained Mr. 

Giudice.   The intent is to allow pictures to be taken from the other 

side of the stream.  Wedding pictures and things like that.  There is 

a bump out on the deck but we are not changing the roofline.   There 

would be a footing on each side of it on the bank.       

 Discussion. 

 Four cubic yards versus the one cubic yard discrepancy was 

discussed.   Mr. Giudice said his staff went through it and came up 

with a much smaller number.   The plans show one cubic yard.  The 

proposal is to remove four cubic yards. The plans will be changed 

to show that correction.      

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Lavallee, in response to discussion about FEMA’s definition 

of a structure, said that engineering did review it and commented that 

after we learned this, the size of the rip rap should be modified to 

get the bigger rip rap.      

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Borowy stated that he supported the changes they made with 

the raised structure and rip rap.  They have to add to the plan the 

one foot versus four cubic yards change and the size of the rip rap.  

With those things in mind, I move we approve IW #1270 as presented. 

 Mr. Sullivan seconded.   Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call 

vote. 

 Mr. Borowy said it would be the same motion for the approval of 

FF#258 and a favorable recommendation to the PZC.   

 Ms. Guarino seconded.   Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding 

 items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 
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8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 A. Extension Request – IW #1164 – Application of Southington 

Land Associates seeking to fill 4,951 sf of wetlands for road 

crossings and disturb upland review area for a 9-building industrial 

park.   Property located on West Queen Street. 

 Mr. Lavallee explained this falls under the state statute that 

allowed extensions for up to fourteen years if it was approved in a 

certain timeframe which this was.  They are just requesting the 

extension.  This goes to 2023.   

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the request.  Mr. Sullivan 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 The Chair brought up CACIWC and the annual meeting is on the 17
th
 

of November.   Several commissioners are planning on going.   Mr. 

Lavallee will resend the email and pamphlet on that. 

 

 B. Approval of the 2019 Meeting Schedule 

 Everyone agreed that it looks good.  No conflicts.  All meetings 

are to be held at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee reported: 

 - He is still working on the pollinator garden.  He shaped it 

and Ali Nursery was kind enough to lend a piece of equipment.   I 

formed the garden area with a little berm.  I am speaking with the 

agriculture-science department, Marion Stannard, to get a plan 

together for the plantings.  We’ll put a foot path in as well for it.  

 Discussion. 

 

 - The bridge is going to go up with weekend at Crescent Lake.  

The Eagle Scout is doing that project. He has all the equipment for it 

now. 

  

 - The open space referendum is coming up on November 6
th
 for 

$2 million.   This is for purchase only and not development rights.  

This type of referendum has been successful in the past. 

 Discussion. 

 



Conservation Commission – November 1, 2018 

 

5 

 

 - He will talk to engineering abut any new bridge 

replacements coming in the spring in response to a query by the Chair. 

  

 - The public storage site on the Meriden Waterbury Road was 

discussed. 

 

 - The Dollar Store on West Street has their CO now. 

  

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Borowy seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:21 o’clock.) 

 


